Plain Language Summary: What to Know About the New 1915(c)(11) Waiver Webinar 
The Grassroots Project hosted a webinar about a new Medicaid waiver option called the 1915(c)(11) waiver.
Speakers explained how this new option could help people get support sooner. They also talked about how states, advocates, and community members can help shape the new waiver in their state.
Webinar Agenda
The webinar included:
· Welcome and opening remarks
· An overview of the new waiver
· A discussion about how the waiver could help people
· A self-advocate's perspective
· Questions and answers
Welcome and Opening Remarks
Dr. Jennifer Johnson, Administration on Disabilities
Dr. Jennifer Johnson welcomed participants and encouraged people to learn about the new waiver.
She said it is important for people with disabilities, families, advocates, and service providers to be involved as states begin planning.
What Is the New Waiver?
Elizabeth Zirker, National Health Law Program
Elizabeth Zirker explained that the new waiver gives states a new way to provide support through Medicaid.
Today, many people cannot get waiver services until their support needs become very serious.
The new waiver may allow states to provide support sooner. The goal is to help people get the help they need before they reach a crisis.
How Could It Help?
Zaida Ricker, National Association of State Head Injury Administrators (NASHIA)
Zaida Ricker talked about people who need support but cannot get services today.
She explained that people may have trouble with things like:
· Managing daily activities
· Finding and keeping housing
· Working
· Remembering appointments
· Staying connected to their community
The new waiver may give states a way to provide support before problems become more serious.
A Self-Advocate's Perspective
Whit Downing, Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities
Whit Downing shared her own experiences trying to get services.
She talked about how hard it can be when people need help but cannot get it.
Her message was simple: people should not have to wait until they are in crisis before they can get support.
She encouraged advocates to keep people's real experiences at the center of policy discussions.
What Could This Mean for People?
The new waiver may help people who need support but do not qualify for services today.
This could include:
· People with disabilities
· People with brain injuries
· People with mental health disabilities
· Older adults
· Children and adults with significant support needs
The goal is to help people stay healthy, independent, and involved in their communities.
Why Community Input Matters
States will decide whether to use this new waiver.
If they do, states will decide who can get services and what services will be available.
People with disabilities, family members, advocates, providers, and community organizations can help shape these decisions.
Sharing experiences and participating in meetings can help states understand what people need.
Key Takeaway
The new 1915(c)(11) waiver gives states a new way to help people get support sooner.
Speakers said the waiver could help more people get the support they need to live, work, and participate in their communities.
They encouraged people to stay informed, get involved, and share their experiences as states begin planning for this new option.

